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Eleni Kyri

THE COSTUME DESIGNER PUTS AN ANCIENT
GREEK SEAL ON THE FINAL RESULT OF THE
BACCHAE, THE INTERNATIONAL PLAY AT THE
GETTY VILLA IN CALIFORNIA.
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he American pro-

duction company
SITI, the magnificent
ntﬂ}-‘ T'rfu.scum 1]
California, Euripides’
ancient Greek play The
Bacchae, and the inter-
nationally renowned
American theatre di-
rector Anne Bogart,
join with Cypriot
fashion designer Eleni
Kyriacou, famous for
redesigning the cer-
emonial costumes of
The Lighting of the
Olympic Flame at the
2016 Rio Olympics.
They join forces for
a serles of Interna-
tional performances
of The Bacchae, from
mid-July until the end
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of September, at The
Barbara and Lawrence
Fleischman Theater
at the G:r:_r Villa in
Malibu, California.
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The Bacchae are Eleni Eyriacou’s impressive
debut in theatrical costume design, who was also
involved in prop and set design. Her costumes
support specific concepts she has studied carefully.
One concept is based on handmade textiles and
eraft, reminiscent of dressmaking, the main
ooc upation of women in Thebes at the time which
15 repeatedly mentioned in the text. They are all
based on the notion of gender fAuidity. But what
was her inspiration for these costumes? ~1 met
director Anne Bogart one year ago, who had seen
my work for The Lighting of the Olympic Flame
ceremony in 2016, and she felt that I was fit to
design The Bacchae. After the initial three designs,
I made the first costume in August 2017, and today,
one year later, the project is completed”. Her
material palette draws inspiration from nature,
Eleni Eyriacou kept the ivy leaves and snake skin,
then added some new touches on the metallic
fabric textures, nets (used by Maenads to wrap the
animals they killed for food), and collages, like the
double-sided bMankets she vaed. The one side looks
like the blankets used for nomad refugees, and
shown on the other, are elements with a collage
technique such as gold (from the king of Thebes
and the treasure}, grapes and forests (from nature
itself). A total of 25 costumes for 10 actors, of
which 7 are male and 3 female. They are wrapped
around the body so they don’t restrict movement.
The show' & actors - an Afro-Asian mix - move like

da NCers, and make the costumes stand out with

their movement
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leni BEyrincou founded her own readyv-to-

wear label in 2011. Born in London, after |
studying architecture at The Bartlett, University
College London, and textile design at Central
Saint Martins, she apprenticed alongside the late
Alexander McQueen. Today she has her studio
in Athens, where she designed and made all The
Bacchae costumes. She has participated three
times at the Paris Fashion Week with the support |
of the UKFT (UK Fashion & Textile Association), |
and three times at the Athens Xclusive Fashion
Week. The design concept plays a central role |
in her work. '
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he international theatrical company
SITI Company promotes international
collaborations, aiming to offer new ways of seeing
and of being, both as artisis and as global citizens.

THE BACCHAE By Euripides, THE GETTY VILLA,
MALIBU

FIRST PERFORMANCES: 30-31/08/18 and 1/09/18
PERFORMANCES: 6-8/13-15/20-22/27-29 of 09/18
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